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The characteristics, reservoir quality and types of lacustrine
braid deltas

BU Tao, LU Zheng-yuan
Department of Petroleum, Chengdu Institute of Technology, Chengdu 610059, China

Abstract: A braid delta is an important type of lacustrine deltas. Unlike fan deltas
and normal deltas, the braid deltas are widely developed and characterized by well-
sorted sediments, minor amount of matrix, relatively good porosity and permeability.
The sandstone bodies always occur as sheets over a wide range of scales, and thus
have significant reservoir potential. The sedimentary characteristic, reservoir quality
and types of the braid deltas are discussed in detail in the present paper.
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Fig. 1 Schematic models to show the types
of braid deltas

a. a braid delta, sourced in distant moun-
tainous uplands; b. coalescing braid deltas
related to a broad braidplain developed
downslope of a mountainousupland; c. coa
lescing braid deltas of fluvioglacial outwash
plain ( sandur) origin ( after McPherson et

. al., 1987)
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Generalized characteristics of fan deltas and braid deltas ( modified from Mcpherson et al. , 1987)
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