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Abstract ;: In order to promote the gulf environmental protection and improve the level of water en-
vironmental governance in China, this paper introduced the development history, organizational
structure and policy object of Tampa Bay Estuary Program (TBEP),and compared and analyzed

the quantitative data and operation mechanism of water environmental policy networks in Tampa
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Bay and St.Andrews Bay by using the method of social network analysis,so as providing some en-
lightenment for China's governance practice. The research results showed that the TBEP influ-
enced watershed water environment governance through individual choice and collective action,
and made the development of policy network more mature and perfect. At the individual choice
level, TBEP reduced the participants’ behavioral risks, expanded the participants’ connection
means and the access to information resources, created more trust foundation of participants. At
collective action level, TBEP realized the integration between science research and management
behavior, the integration of multi-level government departments and the integration of various or-
ganizations and individuals. When learning from the successful experience of TBEP,we should pay
attention to that TBEP was applicable to the governance problems with clear policy objectives,
vague means and multi-stakeholder integration.Reasonable funding sources and institutional setup
were prerequisites for TBEP to achieve good governance performance. The integration power of
TBEP in water environment governance came {rom its powerful role in policy network.Scientific
and diverse governance methods were the powerful guarantee of TBEP to become the core of gov-
ernance network.
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