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Table 1 Comparison of important salt lakes between Tibet and those at home and abroad
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Fig. 3 Lithium resource supply system structure

of China in 2017
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Present Situation and Suggestions of Saline Lake Lithium Resource in Tibet
under the Current Situation of Supply and Demand of Lithium
Resources in China
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Lhasa ,850033 , China ;3. Tianjin Key Laboratory of Marine Resources and Chemistry ,
Tianjin University of Science and Technology , Tianjin ,300457 , China)

Abstract ; Since 2017, the consumption of lithium carbonate was 12.8 x 10* tons in China, becoming the

world s largest consumer of lithium carbonate , and reached 21. 9 x 10 tons in 2019, accounting for 69% of the
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total global consumption. In 2019 , the production of the lithium salt was 25. 7 x 10* tons in China , but the basic
lithium salt processed by own lithium resources was only 6.5 x 10* tons. The production of lithium in China
largely depends on the imports of lithium from spodumene imported. Compared with the lithium extraction from
salt lakes,the cost is extremely high. The development of China’s lithium industry must change from extracting
lithium from hard rock to extracting lithium from saline lake as soon as possible. Saline lithium resources in Ti-
bet are abundant and exists mainly in northern area, such as Zabuye, Bangkog Co-Dujali and Zacang
lakes. Although the lithium resources in Tibet are rich,the supply capacity is weak. This paper,based on saline
lithium resources distribution and development status, analyzes the current situation of lithium industry in Ti-
bet,and puts forward several major problems to be solved,in order to solve the above problems some sugges-
tions are put forward.

Key words: Tibet ; Lithium ; Saline Lake ; Present situation ; Issues ; Suggestions



