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Abstract The Arctic Oscillation (AO) is a leading mode of variability of the extratropical Northern
Hemisphere, i. e, a seesaw pattern in which atmosphere pressure at polar and middle latitudes fluctuates
between positive and negative phase. The Antarctic Oscillation (AAQ) is similar to AO, but for the
Southern Hemisphere. By use of the NCEP/NCAR January 1958 ~December 1999 reanalysis data and
the AO and AAO indices, some characteristics of annual variations of the Arctic and Antarctic Oscilla-
tions are studied, and annual variations of correlation coefficients between some meteorological elementa-

ry field and the AO and AAO indices are also investigated.
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