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THE EVALUATION CRITERIA FOR Cr-MI-
NERALIZATION OF ULTRABASIC
ROCKS IN CHINA

Chen Shenhuang
Abstract

The formation of chromite deposits is related with a2 series of magma-tec
tonic cvchts in the upper mantle and the crust of the Earth. Thus, the
heterogeneity of magmatic activities and tectonics may be regarded as the main
criteria for the evaluation of chrome miueralization in ultrabasic rocks.

The chromium- bearing  ultrabasic rocks in China can be divided into
two types: one is tne ophiolitic ultramafic rocks distributed in the suture
lines; the other is zonal mafic-ultramafic rocks distributed in the margin
fault zomes of plateforms.

Massive chromite deposits ( HCR or HAL) occurred mainly in the ophiolitic

rocks and disseminated chromite deposits ( HFE ) occurred mainly in the zonal

ultramafic rocks are different in composition, but they are all closely associ-
ated with the Mg-rich rock facies in the two rock series.

The main marks to evaluate the potentiality of chrome mineralization of
ultrabasic rocks are as follows: the favourable tectonic posizion in the junction
boundary of two geotectonic urnits; a series of ultramafic Mg-rich facies with

high chromium and apparent difference of composition; well-developed, late cog

nate basic-ultrabasic dykes; and strong geophysical -geochemical field anomalies.
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