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Tab.1 Main funding agencies in deep-sea biodiversity in the South China Sea (number of supported papers=6)
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Tab.2 WOS subject categories related to deep-sea biodiversity in the South China Sea (article volume =5)
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Tab.3 Main journals on deep-sea biodiversity in the South China Sea (number of papers=3)
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Abstract: The South China Sea is a marginal sea of the Western Pacific Ocean, with numerous habitats, such as
continental shelves, continental slopes, reefs, abyssal plains, seamounts, and cold seeps. Over the past ten years, the
South China Sea has gradually become a hotspot in deep-sea research. The sea has the highest marine biodiversity
in China and has certain environmental and biological connectivity with the Coral Triangle, the world’s center of
marine biodiversity. The exploration and investigation of deep-sea organisms in the South China Sea will enrich the
understanding of biodiversity and geographical distribution patterns in the Western Pacific and Indo-Pacific con-
vergence region. Studies on the biodiversity in the South China Sea have mainly focused on the shallow waters and
reefs on the northern continental shelf, and the knowledge of deep-sea biodiversity is insufficient. This study re-
viewed the major international strategic layouts and research programs in deep-sea biodiversity, analyzed SCIE
papers on deep-sea biodiversity in the South China Sea, and summarized the research situation and trends. Future

research prospects are proposed for the investigation of deep-sea biodiversity in the South China Sea.
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