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Abstract: For the past few years, the construction of submarine cables and pipelines has been in
high-speed development with the large-scale exploration of offshore hydrocarbon resource and in-
creasing demand of cross-sea electric power transmission and telecommunication. The distribution
of offshore submarine cables and pipelines has been increasingly dense, meanwhile the illegal acts

towards them are in a rising number. At present,the law to protect submarine cable and pipelines
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specifically hasn’t been enacted, other related regulations are disperse, ambiguous and have the

weak intensity of punishment,even some regulations are contradicted with each other,so that the

submarine cable pipelines can’t be protected efficiently.Being the countries with relatively mature

experiences in ocean management, Australia and New Zealand have complete laws to protect sub-

marine cable and pipelines,including category of illegal acts and means of punishment, which are

worth learning by China.Based on it,the paper analyzed the status quo of submarine cable pipeline

protection in china and introduced the related laws in New Zealand and Australia and comparison

with those in China.Furthermore, to complete the related laws in China, proposals in this fields

were put forward,such as criminating such illegal acts in criminal law and enacting the Submarine

Cable Pipeline Law.

Key words:Illegal acts on submarine cables and pipelines,Penalty provisions, Australia, New Zeal-

and, Legal system
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