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Impact of the Madden-Julian Oscillation on Pre-flood Season
Precipitation in South China

ZHANG Lina!, LIN Pengfei?, XIONG Zhe?, and WU Hong!

1 China Meteorological Administration Training Center , Beijing 100081

2 State Key Laboratory of Numerical Modeling for Atmospheric Sciences and Geophysical Fluid Dynamics . Institute o f Atmos-
pheric Physics, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100029

3 Key Laboratory of Regional Climate — Environment for East Asia . Institute of Atmospheric Physics, Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences , Beijing 100029

Abstract Impact of the Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO) on pre-flood season precipitation in South China is inves-
tigated based on a real-time MJO index and observed daily rainfall from gauge stations. It is shown that the rainfall
patterns change from enhanced to suppressed in South China at intraseasonal timescales as the MJO moves from the
Indian Ocean to the western Pacific. The most significant positive and negative anomalies are found in phase 4 and
phase 7, respectively. The maximum positive and negative anomalies of regional mean rainfall are 17% and 11% rel-
ative to the climatological regional mean, respectively. Such different rainfall regimes are associated with the corre-

sponding changes in large-scale background fields such as the western Pacific subtropical high (WPSH), moisture,
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and vertical motion. In phase 4, when the MJO is mainly over the Indian Ocean, the WPSH shifts farther west-

ward, the moisture and upward motion in South China are increased, such environment is in favor of rainfall en-

hancement. In contrast, in phase 7, when the MJO enters the western Pacific, the WPSH retreats eastward, the

moisture and upward motion in South China are decreased, such environment is in favor of rainfall suppression.

Key words Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO), pre-flood season, precipitation, South China, Real-time Multivariate

MJO (RMM) index
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Fig. 2 Composites of OLR anomalies (shaded regions) and 850-hPa wind vector anomalies in (a—h) Phases 1 -8

45°N +
30°N A
o 1)
15°N A v 3
v =
< P~
EQ 1 -
15°S 1
45°N -
k
30°N + =54 o
T . N
(]
15°N 1 3
-
EQ =
15°S +1
oN 4 e A7
L : \:)'7‘1‘&\&(__‘/‘(
; /O e
30°N A
o
o 8
15°N A <
=
EQ =
’ - N AL
15°S A T ORTITUN N L
45°N- — -~
gsied < ,/T)r)vffk“:;/
OoNT 4 % A e e
30°N N < SIS <«
o . 2
15°N A é
EQ_ e > -~ N =
= : }W\ZT\@\W
5 » e T . - N e
15°S 4 \m?{:\/‘.ﬁv}s&\\«-—'\'\(««,f‘:ktt
- L = o LS.
on I 4 sy TR 770
SNT@ S , = R
. P i .»ﬂ*\w
oN 4 v | g el e
30°N :/7 3 "’*.(.(«*N_-‘ e “
o L7 \ R<.,,;<<.<.<-‘: 9
1 " v & a > A K K
1N -y v ez 1 e £ o E
-2 A %
EQ' Wy’ 3 — <——— A~
%sp TS —————— 3 PP
- e - T
1508“,: :: e T
45°N G\\,\ —{“/L//(rf/v/f:l._,
. NI
oN A = —
30°N Y AR NN—— ©
PR IR T (5]
15°N 1 - “ gl P N o - 2
X v e et i -
~ AN e, e Pl P =T
Z 5 Al A Y <
1 SR IR EE R REBREEAT <%
P f"«\v\,:%g‘/ %
N T N L Il X
FEER iy a4 - 3\: < \l_ﬂ
2T TG -
N 2T e « 2 a8« “ RGN 9
- TAr e ke “« y Y3
=AW ey £
el A, T s s s » W A A A A« " N R o4 ‘l\)a
s> 7 T T T A A o~ AR -
. s vt aa Ar
s —a—ra w A > A P 7 A o \euBhee
= P )
45°N +
O 4
30°N +=— )
[}
15°N 1 é
> =%
EQ'J*BK »
A - e
o RO T Sna—te e
15 s_\\‘(‘/ _[./\1 wbt/“:"(“*_ :
30°E 60°E 90°E 120°E 150°E 180° 150°W 120°W 90°W 60°W
——e ] I I I [ T — 3w/
2 S
=20 —16 =12 —8 —4 4 8 12 16 20 W/m



I

564 Chinese Journal of Atmospheric Sciences

PRI - B I el . X R AZ LY
[F)mf s KRR AN A 7%, BT
850 hPa it 377 1A AL A K G0 f 2 — 2Ry . X Bt
AFBGE » PRSI AT WA 5. 2 15 1K 1 1
9r

4 MJO FF R iTUHA BE 7K B 350

HE R 246 S A L DX 1 i VRS B R K KT
6 mm ([&] 1b), Hrprul-F- R e & T X0
Rk BT 28 B, X Suh s AR e P
AT, LA AR PGS

TEMJO (1 8 S HIAH, A ra A TR A R 7K S22 3
R ) A8 AL FEAE . Hor 2 A 4 A R IE R
1.2 mm/d, fifl 7 A E Kk fE% 0. 77 mm/d, 4
L 7 XTS5 K B 17 0 R 1106, gAY
R K S (E /N T RO BE K 590 (&1 3D, B
K3 IS BRI 5 A R DX R K Y 2 ) AR A
K, HARERINE K IMZ Hu S 25 (E . 5 4
Nt HBELE S (0.5 mm/d) FEK IS T im
LT (<<—0.5 mm/d) KIS A CHlh
43:4) , Hepg XK R w2, 5 7 4L
A PR IE S R K il A 2 T Sl
CHefilhy 741D, RIE 240 FEK 59 2. BITE
MJO W55 4 FNEE 7 A, SR R BRI i —
K ARRIE GE S s 5 . He i,
TE B S8 R K Rl s R, XT3 Y K S
TR TE,

5 X2 R K R 22 AR R AE AR XTI, ZE MJO
PIANTEID A, K SR i s [ o0 A 22 SRR B (&
O, A, BRI T R A P e X
R LIE S W . 55 2 MM, Bk

—
wn

RS

£ 10
£
Z 05
g

g o
=
€ —05
£

—1.0

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Phase

F 3 7E MJO [ 8 A7 A A6 e DX 37 34 i B K S8 (B

mm/d)

Fig. 3 Composite regional mean rainfall anomalies in South

China for 8 MJO phases

BWARY TR I SR e . R HAY. 5B
3QIAH, B R ARE ALy, U H KN, 5 4
IR BT AL e X, KR BLIE . B
KAEHOTET FEAR RS 55 5 (A, BRK U
B Y G, E SRR AR N, RAE D B F
JURIRILE ., 565 6 fiAH. BEK G E SRy
SR, ESE AR B AR AALL. BT A,
FARG B B K B S s RAE PO B BRAE T PE Uy
Mo 5 8 iAH, /KA S XA SR /N, IE 55 X
PR, MJO IERFLO AR S B, 55 4 FIsE 7
DA R K IE S A0 67 S o (B, il T 9026
(EEAREAL LT

ELACsR . 55 MIO R Y R KRR 5 T DL & 3R,
55 MJO Xt B 7K 52 i 79 3 B A0 3 B 249 B S /N T 5
MJO, BB MK R HEEA LE/NF 1 mm/d,
P, PLUF HaFig s MJO X4 g i 0 4 K 1 5%
M) o [ st 32 R K A8 Al i 8 3 A ST AR 4 R AR
7, ATEFXIX 2 APAHINLASHT
5 MIOBENTUHEARESTSHNT

&

A6 R BT K 5 7K POR B T2 8l % DI G
SR 5 A re TS A K =il (R R] s R
IKAFAE I B A2 N As A, BIAE MJO T 4 A7
M KEFRE, J5 4 DA KE TR, X
TS RRET SN S HA L, T sk
SRR = CRTAREI R« KR T LB AR 1Y
F NARRRIE R SR SRR =T AR LA 6L L
HESHE 4. 8 7 MK B AL T
5.1 ALKEFRATEENTH

H AR, 850 hPa F1 500 hPa it { % i & Hh Al LA
FHRFAERE =, AH Ry T8 F 5482 07K 7R 2% AH R
R, ASSCEESE 850 hPa #7404, ZERTIRT. 73
Rl A LA BAE 20°N 245, 148 dagpm £k 571
FE 53 KB, 150 dagpm 22t G5 fg e (&
M%), 4 148 dagpm £k F1 150 dagpm 2k & 1 7
B, Rl @i, R2Z, SeiRARe, £xE
AR AL

T ZERIEBE MJO BB ERE (B 5) . 46
LASEAH ) O VP b RS A A B R R
o I 2 MLARTFLG . PHAC P38 A 3 m BE IE 57
HONGE, @ISR, 2T 3 1A, 150 dagpm



3 14 B R B AR AR T X A e BT R K 8 5
No. 3 ZHANG Lina et al. Impact of the Madden-Julian Oscillation on Pre-flood Season Precipitation in South China 565

(<) —
26°N & -
24°N A
22°N A

20°N A

18°N
26°N

24°N

22°N A

20°N A

18°N

26°N A

24°N A

22°N A

20°N A

18°N

26°N

24°N A

22°N A

20°N A

18°N

26°N
@@
24°N
22°N A

20°N

O 708 d

18°N

105°E 110°E 115°E

120°E

26°N

24°N 1

22°N A

Phase 5
o4
°10

142 d

20°N A

18°N T T
26°N

24°N

22°N A

20°N

18°N
26°N

24°N

22°N A

20°N A

18°N
26°N

24°N A

22°N ~

20°N 2
( / °5
158 d

18°N T T
105°E 110°E 115°E 120°E

—g 1 [ I I I —
-3 —2 —1 —0505 1 2 3 mm/d

B4 (a-h) 5k MIO Al 1~8 & (D 55 MJO BAE R S ok Sp A BT mm/d) . SO B 250 . B 9556, 90 V6 fF BER I i 45 5
A BT TR PR B A Y 3 AR CH3E AL 90 20 5 BEA IR 10 b T BOR T FHH 9 W FR i AR K8 A0 A (AR 1 B R HL

Fig. 4 Composites of rainfall anomalies for (a—h) Phases 1 -8 of strong MJO and (i) weak MJO. Solid and hollow circles denote the sta-

tions which pass Student’s  test at 95% and 90% confidence levels, respectively, and the station numbers passing the test and days in each

phase are given at the bottom right corner. In each phase, when the station number at 90% confidence level is larger than the critical value

9, the phase passes the field significance test

AUy BRI, MEREIER R RO RE, H
FRAL— PR E T (B 50). 55 4 (AR, Rl A

ERSR E 4 O A A, NER S AT 4G
148 dagpm Z&F1 150 dagpm £ #i <12, 150 dagpm



X " B # 35 %

566 Chinese Journal of Atmospheric Sciences Vol. 35
50°N 50°N -
dagpm
40°N 40°N A 2.0
1.5
(e} o) 4
30°N 30°N 1.0
20°N 20°N 0.5
—0.5
10°N 1 10°N —1.0
—1.5
EQ- EQ1 —2.0
10°S
50°N
dagpm
40°N 1 20
1.5
ONJ 4
30°N 10
20°N 1 0.5
—0.5
10°N 1 / / —1.0
5 —1.5
EQ-—)& % —2.0
’ [
10°S . : . : ; : = Phlase 2
50°N ” ..
dagpm
40°N 20
1.5
30°N 10
20°N A 0.5
—0.5
10°N A —1.0
—1.5
EQ —2.0
10°S
50°N T
dagpm
40°N 1 20
1.5
O 4
30°N 10
20°N 1 0.5
—0.5
10°N 1 —1.0
—1.5
—2.0

EQ1 L
\@Q Phase 4
10°S e S : =150

100°E  120°E  140°E  160°E 180°

100°E 120°E 140°E 160°E 180°

B 5 &AL 850 hPa AR (S04, #fi. dagpm) RIHLFH (AR (a-h) it 1~8
Fig. 5 Composites of 850-hPa geopotential height (solid lines, units: dagpm) and its anomalies (shaded areas) in (a—h) Phases 1 -8

AR IR LR, R 3 5 (1
Se—g)» FHNLAE R AR o ANV SR H B
(B B T A R IR B R R . 5
8 PiAH s R UMETH IS . il e B 07 B A58 )8 S X

FRI TR AR MIO B0 T . Bl ek
A, 2 MO B BR PO T B RERE
P, PHILRCF PR A= T . 2 MIO 935 R
UL AREE . AR BRI PY AL KPR )E . U2
W, PHACACT PRI R B RRAIR . XA A &



3 TN MRS . I R IRV X e i TR 5 K 1 52
No. 3 ZHANG Lina et al. Impact of the Madden-Julian Oscillation on Pre-flood Season Precipitation in South China 567

SR P LK S B AR
5.2 KREERHEHEENTWL
ST . AN HE A R 1l X 7K ok
VA=A (EIWS - d PRI i vE g 0 . g i 1 7
M (EURFD AR E P PR R P R S .
SRR R R AR R X AR T
55 5. 1 WRBIREE MIO 95 IR o0 DA ED B 7
B BVGACTVE mles ol PU AR S AR A P RO
27T MIEAE R B AR s 678 . ALY, [l AE R
Wk R KRB RS (6) . 55 1 ik, IEAEE
AR K7 58 1) B ARTE PE ALV, PG s i
ZRGIF, PRI 2206 A 5K P 2 B R RS .
VLS B A G R A VS K A . SRR T
KSRGS 2 BI85 3 (A, 1A% R S e
W EAREWTG IR, AT 30°N ffE, BRI PiR
RN, AR A XS K S AE SR 3 (A A F
oo, (HJEKPER A A, 25 4 SOAH, PEdLRFEE
TEAR 8 0 e R K P 6 T 5, (ER AR R
SRIKVE G . B TEE S~T ik, BEE MJO 1)
G R RN = 2 1R P it N O ST [y N e S DR IV
o B TR O A e R, IR A AL
RGBSR XU /K Pk 5, 55 T A P [
DX e 7K PR . B R 40 1l X IR YRR
. 28 8 A, BEE RS B SRR mA, BE
R 7K A5t R S
5.3 EHIZHWETK
HEETHNRIE I, B MJO 35 ER 0 AR
PRV AR S . BRI B S &5 T
HSRAR S AR (B 7). KAk L, BRIt shig
SN, X T REK I, i TS Shik s, X R
RIS . AR 1 AHZISE 4 RiAH, miRY R tis
WSS, AR HIX A B TS shm i e, 2L
Hr, 55 3 fiAH, 300~400 hPa [ B E ok, (H
EARZE RN R UEsh. B T4 4 (M, 4R L
SRIZMB T EFE . WA S AR E] 7 47
. FEWERY LTS SR . SR L THE Bhigk iR
55, 55 7 MR T UGS SR, RO 7E 300~
400 hPa, ZAIAIA G X B T R K 555 . 5 8 A
e ) THE 8 O A sges . 1R BT Ui st
FHIRHEE
LRy 5.2 1A 5.3 75, 5 MJO JEERHPL R 3
FAXTRE , AE R A /KRN A2 SR & A T 2 N 7R

fb. BEKSEHE fcm 2 HBLTE A A 4 FIAH 7, RTRE
XA Y, U R T AR R IE AR G,
55 3 iAH, SRR 1 VE R K VR R b THE B i
g, HIZ A AHAE R AR G5, R B e
W FE S 3 A AH R 1 3 - THES 3 i BLAE 500
hPa D) I, ARZ2 T UliEsh. (K2 KR BT %
PR TR 2. 55 4 DA B AR K% 55
R AR R L X ARG B KR AR o IRIBTAESS
A AR B TE ARIFAUZ KR k. b
TR R A] e B K K S E  BAE S 4 AR
S 3 AH. BB T ALAH, AR b AR Z K YR L
5k ARSI T LB 3h, AT BERE R T AL A
IR H AL

6 ZERAITit

AT E 21 4F (1984~2004 4F) 1) 5 o
FEKBEORE, A WHO4 & i MIO $5 %8, #1581
MJO XAERIRTTVY (4~6 A) BRI, 45 %
KU, FEFETNRUE B, MJO XA rg T rRE K
AWFEEW . 24 MO 75 B O AL T B0 BE P
AR K3 FORIESRH AT 1. 2 mm/d. 2904
DX AP B R K 17 %0, 1724 MJO B3& BR 0 A
ENPETERS BACHIEIA » SRR, e KT
20,77 mm/d, 245 KB RBoK R 1100,

FEIK B2 1 N ARAL SRR 5o 0 A2
PEFRR . 5 MO T BR O AR I A
AR o A R 3 XA K PR T 3z 3l 1 28 R s K
B, 24 MIO 35 ER oG T BN EE RIS, &1 g i 5 7y
i, PYACARF PR3 BE T o 2K R o B+
HRE AU DA [ g 3 DX K ) K PR A [R] P
R HIX Y BTt iashdnag . X FAIESA M TR
BRI 58 . 24 MO 3 ER O AR B 78K
TR o R R AR AR P AL R 0L 3 BE AR
HR FE AR R 0 B AR R AL XL A g 3t DX
FRIEIIE D[Rl BT s SR . X R 4
AFI TR R AT Rk 3 5 . B MJO 3% BR AP0 23
BT ENEEFERNPY R o @l ey R 28 ) (6 B AP
T3t DX ) 7K PRI R AR S AT S M . R IE
(B0 Bk S X I 1 A R 5 A2 KRR & i
BO M ETE CRUD i83).

ARLEZGHr T MJO AR A R TR R
IKEIIZEY NARARIRIE . JF BB T 5 BRI RS



X " B # 35 %

568 Chinese Journal of Atmospheric Sciences Vol. 35
40°N 40°N
A Pl o S
TR U5 g | senie MY
200N S v - S =1 20N s 1
;‘/Kk <_<: ——— \W_/
10°N{- = 2 1 10N —1
=z =<~ e 4
“ g Sy
22 o ‘% : :
90°E  100°E 110°E 120°E 130°E 140°E 150°E 90°E 100°E 110°E 120°E 130°E 140°E 150°E
100 kg m’eg?! 100 kg meg?!
40°N 40°N
Sraaprace> i Bl N
: DITIITINI Y songae
4 T dapmmnnnns L 1
Vi
S e R R o !
> ~N - A
A EQA S
S . : : =L, 1005 g, =~ S S ANy
90°E  100°E 110°E 120°E 130°E 140°E 150°E 90°E 100°E 110°E 120°E 130°E 140°E 150°E
100 kg -m™ s 100 kg -m™-s"
40°N 40°N
(® 22\ D
30°N ‘ 30°N- c
20°N |
-1

10°N 1

EQ

10°S . + . . :
140°E 150°E  90°E 100°E 110°E 120°E 130°E 140°E 150°E
100 kg -m™ s 100 kg -m™ s

40°N 40°N
) ~ W MDA
AR < el
30°N—L£_LL ~Z v v v

Lfy v
yk T
v e b
Vv y v € F
l/wk*
—

20°N

ey v & >

2 el
EO i
? D~
S PN D 100 " —— - =
90°E 100°E 110°E 120°E 130°E 140°E 150°E 90°E 100°E 110°E 120°E 130°E 140°E 150°E
100 kg m?s! 100 kg m?s!

F6 AR K PGE R SR (R | KIPGE UL SR CEEPIEE, B0 10 P kg m 2 s 1) DI 850 hPa f s BE sy (92, MELk: K
F.NF 0, B gpm (AR 90 BRI AR ]: (a—h) (A 1~8. Zrfaead . /KPCHELE 90 Y0 A1 A0

Fig. 6 Composites anomalies of moisture flux (arrow), moisture flux divergence (shading, units: 107° kg+m™2 + s~ 1), and 850-hPa geo-
potential height anomalies (units; gpm; only those that are significantly different from zero at the 90% confidence level are shown) in (a—
h) Phases 1-38. Red arrows indicate moisture flux passing ¢ test at the 90% confidence level; solid (dashed) lines represent geopotential

height anomalies which are greater (less) than zero
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