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ON INDICES AND INDICATORS OF ENSO EPISODES

Li Xiaoyan Zhai Panm ao

(N ational Climate Center, Beijing 100081)

Abstract
Based on complete and reliable SST and SOI data during 1950- 1997, according to

SST anomalies in the eastern and central Pacific an index is defined to determine ENSO
episodes. An intensity index was produced according to accumulated anomalies during the
ENSO episodes. Also, a comprehensive intensity index reflecting both oceanic and
atmospheric features was generated. Furthermore, they are also analyzed and discussed for
the ENSO duration, intensity, pattern and onset characteristics.
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