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LASSIFI ATION AND NOMEN ILATURE OF DEEP SEA SED MENTS
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Abstract Shallbw m arne sedin ents are mainly camposed of terrigenous sedments The classification and

nan enclature of then w ith grain-size triangle have been w dely accepted snce 1993 in oceanograph ic survey
Due to the nature of the difference for deep sea fran that of the shallow sedinents in provenance digenesis
and sedinen tation the triangle schene of classificatbn is not applicable for deep sea sediments. Based on our
nvestzatbn n the South China Sea and the Pacific on deep sea sedmentation a smp lified scheme is pro-
posed in this papet w ith which the surface sedin ents in the eastem Sout Chna Sea can be classified nto 10
categories They are named as pebhgi clay siliceous clay, calcareous clay, siliceous calcareous clay calcareous
ooze clayey calcareous ooze clayey-siliceous calcareous ooze clay-siliceous-calcareous m xed ooze siliceous-
calcareous m ked 0ozeg and calcareous siliceous-clay m xed ooze. The ten sedin ent types can largely describe
he sed mentation and distrbutbn in the eastern South Chna Sea.
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Deep sea sedin ent Terrgenous sed ment Classificatbn Nan enc lature



