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Abstract: Marine functional zoning is an important system established by the Law of the People’s
Republic of China on the Administration of the Use of Sea Areas. In this paper, the developing
course of marine function zoning classification system in China was reviewed. The authors, while
undertaking the exploratory work of cross-administrative-regions marine functional zoning in San-
men Bay of Zhejiang Province,found that there were some ambiguities in the classification system
of marine functional zoning of “National Technical Requirements for provincial marine functional
regionalization” and “technical requirements for county-level administrative regions (as well as

cross-administrative-regions) functional regionalization in Zhejiang Province”. Therefore, further
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optimization was possible for the classification system and its encoding. As a consequence, some

suggestions were put forward. Based on the above, the classification system of marine functional

zones and the optimization suggestions were proposed,and it was hoped to provide reference for

the next round of classification and coding of marine functional zones.

Key words: Marine functional zoning,Sea area management, Integrated Coastal Zone Management
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