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Public Participation in Marine Debris Governance in the South China Sea

ZHANG Ying.ZHANG Yugiang

(School of management Guangdong Ocean University,Zhanjiang 524088, China)

Abstract: The worsening of marine debris pollution in the South China Sea poses a severe chal-
lenge to the governance.The public is not only a direct victim of marine debris pollution, but also
a direct beneficiary of marine debris disposal,and can also become a participant in the treatment of
marine debris. This paper expounded that public participation marine debris governance in the
South China Sea to help control the marine debris pollution from the source,enhance the scienti-
ficity and pertinence of marine debris governance decision,reduce the necessity of manpower and
material costs of marine debris governance,and analyzed the problems of public participation in
marine debris governance in South China Sea,such as weak awareness of public participation in
marine debris governance,inadequate ways of public participation,insufficient protection of right

to know and right to participate,and insufficient role of NGO in marine environmental protection,
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according to the public participation experience of Japanese Seto inland sea and the Gulf of

Mexico, Xiamen Wuyuan Bay area marine debris governance, put forward the countermeasure of

cultivate participation awareness and skills, developed new network participation mode,

established and improved the policies and regulations,developed the marine environmental protec-

tion NGO and other measures to improve the public participation in governance.
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