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The Coastline Changes in Haitan Island, Fujian Province
during the Last 40 Years
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Abstract: As an important natural factor of island,the coastline identifies the position and size of
an island. In this paper,5 remote sensing images were collected between 1973 and 2015. Referring
to the photos and location data obtaining from field investigation, the coastlines of Haitan Island
were extracted from the images and evolution of the coastline was analyzed in the last 40 years.
The results showed that the coastline of Haitan Island is classified into 4 types: artificial,rocky,
sand and laterite coastline; the evolution of coastline is mainly embodied in offward advance or
landward retreat and change in length;there was significant influence on the evolution of coastline
from human activities. In term of coastal safety and rational exploitation,combined with the anal-
ysis on the evolution of coastline, the advices on protection and exploitation of coast in Haitan Is-
land were given.
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