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Abstract: To protect coastal wetlands and biodiversity involved, surveys of breeding waterfowl in
19 China’s coastal wetlands were carried out during May to October of 2018, then the number of
species and individuals, protected species,biodiversity,and threat factors were assessed. A total of
77 680 waterfowl individuals belonging to 6 orders,10 families,and 70 species were found.Shore-
birds,gulls and egrets had emerged as the dominant species in breeding period.Specially,Calidris
canutus was found to be the most abundant species.Both waterfowl species and density of individ-

uals in coastal wetlands of northern China were more abundant than those in southern China,
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which might be related to the distribution of macrobenthos.A large proportion of waterfowl spe-

. . . . . . . . < - /
cies recorded have been listed in domestic and foreign conservation regulations,reflecting China’s

coastal wetlands are critical to the conservation of global migratory waterfowls. Waterfowl species

diversity,calculated by Shannon-Weaver diversity index, Pielou evenness index and Margalef rich-

ness index, in China was relatively high, while those indexs were significantly different among

19 coastal wetlands. Waterfowl conservation efforts in China still face numerous challenges,inclu-

ding conservation gaps,aquaculture,illegal hunting,reclamation,and pollution. There is an urgent

need to prioritize the designation of new protected areas,and also adopt other practicable conser-

vation measures,to safeguard waterfowls and their habitats.
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