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&R EHiE
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Abstract s In this paper, the change in trophic level of marine catches in East China Sea region is studied,
based on the data from main fishery companies in East China Sea from 1950 to 1995. The index of mean trophic
level is used to access the condition of exploitation and usage of marine fishery resources in East China Sea.
The results show that the mean trophic level had decreased from 3. 5 in 1965 to 2. 8 in 1990, and the yields af-
ter 1974 was supported by catches of low trophic level species such as Cantherhines etc. The trophic structure
of marine catches in East China Sea had changed much to low trophic level species since 1974, This paper also
discusses the phenomenon that the catches have been become smaller and younger of some species in East China

Sea such as Trichiurus japonicus.
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